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CURRICULUM INTENT 
The English department seeks to inspire passionate readers and proficient writers through a culture 

rooted in cultural exploration, collaborative learning and evaluative and creative thinking. 
 
“Literature is where I go to explore the highest and lowest places in human society and in the human 
spirit, where I hope to find not absolute truth but the truth of the tale, of the imagination and of the 
heart.” ~Salman Rushdie 
 
The KS4 curriculum aims to enrich students’ lives through an introduction to the very best that has been 
thought and said in classic and contemporary fiction and non-fiction. 
 
English Language 
Students will draw upon a range of literary fiction and extended non-fiction text, as reading stimulus, 
and engage with creative as well as real and relevant contexts. Students develop higher-order reading 
and critical thinking skills that encourage genuine enquiry into different topics and themes. They learn 
to read fluently and write effectively, demonstrating a confident control of Standard English. The ability 
to write grammatically correct sentences, deploying figurative and analytical language, and subject 
terminology, are all developed throughout the course. GCSE English Language is taught alongside GCSE 
English Literature, leading to two GCSE qualifications. 
 
The AQA GCSE English Language course offers all students the opportunity of demonstrating their skills, 
and achieving their potential on the terminal examinations at the end of Year 11. There are no tiers for 
these examinations, so students of all abilities sit the same examination papers. 
 
There is also a Speaking and Listening element to GCSE English Language, which is teacher-assessed 
and attracts a Pass / Merit / Distinction. It is reported separately on the list of results as a Spoken 
Language Endorsement. 
 
English Literature
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https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702


https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-4/subjects/english
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-4/subjects/english

